EQUAL 


“MEN AND WOMEN SHALL HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE 
UNITED STATES AND EVERY PLACE SUBJECT TO ITS JURISDICTION” . 
Amendment to the United States Constitution now before Congress 
= 


—Photo by Louise Pote. 
MADAME ALLA NAZIMOVA 


Distinguished actress and Woman's P. Member, admires a sheet of Equal 
Rights Seals, (See story on Page 67). | 
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THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


„Art. 1—Men and women shall have Rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject its jurisdiction. 


„Art. 2—OCongress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.“ 


Introduced 
Senate—By Senator John G. Townsend, (Del.), and Senator Ed- 
ward (Neb.), Jan. 4, 1980. Joint Resolu- 
tion No. 7). 


House — By resentative Louis Ludlow, (Ind.), Jan. 8, 1989, 
ouse Joint Resolution No. 2). 
presentative U. 8. Guyer, (icans., Jan. 8, 1939, 
House Joint Resolution No. 27). 
By tative Ambrose J. 1 (Md.), Jan. 3, 
1989, (House Joint Resolution No. 25). 
Present Status 
Senate—Before Judiciary Sub-Committee, 
House—Before Judiciary Sub-Committee. 


Favorable action by Sub-Committee April 26, 1939. 
THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


„Art. 1—The contracting ratification of this 
and ha 
— Rights throughout the 


By Oubs, Ecuador, Paraguay, and Uruguay, at Montevideo, De- 
cember, 1933. | 


PROPOSED EQUALITY AMENDMENTS TO COVENANT 
OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
„The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
the right of vote shall not be denied or abridged on the ground of sex.’’ 


The bers of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
there shail be no based on sex in thelr law and’ practice regard: 


„The members of the League undertake that there shall be both men and 
women, with full voting powers, in all delegations to the Council and As- 
of the League and to all Conferences under the auspices of the 


Present Status 
Before the e of Nations Committee on Status of Women. 


History’s Measure 


HE April 1 issue of the Journal of the American 

Association of University Women, devotes nearly 
five pages to “Reasons For Opposing Equal Rights 
Amendment,” quoting only from the opposition and 
leaving its 8 entirely in the dark as to reasons 
for supporting the Eq Rights Amendment. The 
Journal did not tell its readers, many of whom are 
supporters of the Amendment, that the Senate Sub- 
Judiciary Committee, after considering both sides of 
the Hearing testimony, reported the amendment 
favorably to the full Committee. 

The Journal made no mention of the brilliant 
argument for the Amendment presented by Burnita 
Shelton Matthews, past President of the National 
Association of Women Lawyers and member of the 
I. L. O. Committee of Experts on the Legal Status of 
Women. It did not mention the supporting statement 
of Laura M. Berrien, President of the National Asso- 
ciation of Women Lawyers. Nor did it tell its readers 
that the National Federation of Business and Pro- 
fessional Women, the National Federation of Sorop- 
timists, labor groups, Dr. James Brown Scott, Presi- 
dent of the American Institute of International Law, 
Helen Keller, Dean Annie W. Goodrich, of the Yale 


School of Nursing, Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, a member 


of A. A. U. W., and known to clubwomen throughout 
the country, and many others appear for the Amend- 
ment in the Hearing Record of which they are per- 
mitted such a fleeting and one-sided glimpse. 

Editorially the Journal gives news of that distin- 

ished proponent of the Amendment, Dr. Florence 

ena Sabin, for years on the staff of the Rockefeller 
Institute of Medical Research, whom the University 
of Denver has honored by conferring on her an hon- 
orary degree in recognition of her brilliant achieve- 
ments. Its readers might be interested to know that 
Dr. Sabin has, on a number of occasions, stated that 
she is in favor of the Equal Rights Amendment, “I 
believe,” she says, “it is better for all women to remove 
the restrictions that are artificial and to permit women 
to find the level of their own abilities... I am not 
disturbed that the larger number opposes, since it is 
usual that change is opposed by a me gic 

Dr. Sabin, A. A. U. W. women will remember, sup- 
ported Dr. M. Carey Thomas a few years ago when 
the former beloved President of Bryn Mawr, an ardent 
advocate of the Amendment, and a distinguished mem- 
ber of the A. A. U. W., secured the reversal of a 
previous stand taken against the Amendment. 

Dr. Thomas, revered by every woman who knew 
her, and particularly by members of the A. A. U. W., 
said, “After having given the most careful considera- 
tion of which I am capable to the present legal and 
industrial disabilities of American women, and also 
to what I am convinced will be the beneficial after- 
effects of the Equal Rights Amendment now before 
reached the conclusion — it ought 
to be suppo y every woman’s organization.” 

Since the A. A. U. W., as a body, has not voted to 


. oppose the Amendment, and since both sides of the 


testimony presented at the Senate Sub-Judiciary Com- 
mittee Hearing are available, it might appear only fair 
that such a group of intelligent women, whose educa- 
tion has come to them as a result of equal — 


education, be permitted to read the Record - not 


excerpts from the opposition. __ 

The soundness of the Equal Rights Amendment will 
not be affected by the action of one organization; but 
the stand of an organization on the Amendment may 


be a factor in history’s measure of that organization. 
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OBJECT 

1 To secure for women complete equality with men under the law and in 
{ all human relationships to 
t Rights Amendment to the nstitution, and the adherence of the United 
: States to the Equal Rights Treaty. The Woman’s Party also supports the 

proposed Equality Amendments to the Covenant of the League of Nations, 

—-— 
i 
Signed 

i „The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
1 men and women shall have equal rights in all other fields.’’ 
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REAT IMPETUS was given the Equal Rights 
Amendment April 26 when the sub-committee of 
the House Judiciary Committee put the stamp of its 
approval on the measure designed to make the law 
equal in its application to men and women. 
The Committee, 
Weaver, of North Carolina, is Chairman, voted favor- 
— on the proposed Amendment which reads: Men 
and women shall have 1 ved rights throughout the 
5 States and every p subject to its jurisdic- 
on.“ 


Introduced in the House in the opening of this Con- 
gress by Representative Louis Ludlow, Democrat, of 
Indiana; Representative U. S. Guyer, Republican, of 
Kansas, and Representative Ambrose Kennedy, Demo- 
crat, of Maryland, the Amendment was referred to the 
House Judiciary Committee, which in turn referred it 
to the Sub-Judiciary Committee which acted today. 


Introducers of the measure in the House were elated 
over the successful step and expressed their belief 
that sentiment for the Amendment is growing rapidly 
throughout the country. 


“The Equal Rights Amendment is a n corol- 
lary and supplement of equal suffrage,” said Mr. Lud- 
low. “It is necessary to bring women to a status of 
complete emancipation to which they are entitled by 
all the rules of right and justice.” Representative 
Kennedy said, “As an ardent sponsor of Equal Rights 
legislation I am of course extremely glad that the first 
important step in this direction in this Congress has 
been taken. I am confident that final adoption of the 
resolution is inevitable, in keeping with the times. I 
shall continue to give my support to this important 
matter.” “It was a matter of simple justice to women,“ 
said Mr. Guyer, who was a member of the Sub-com- 
mittee reporting out the Amendment. 

Introduced in Congress in 1923 by Representative 
Anthony, of Kansas, a cousin of Susan B. Anthony, 
Equal Rights pioneer, and by Senator Charles G. 
Curtis, also of Kansas, later Vice-President of the 
United States, the Amendment, drafted by Alice Paul 
founder of the Woman’s Party, has steadily gained 


und. | 
Sponsored at first by a one organization, the 
Woman’s Party, the Amendment now has the support 
of seventeen national and more than 150 state and 
local organizations. 

Mrs. Stephen H. Pell, national chairman, National 
Woman’s Party, apprised of the committee’s action, 
said: “We are highly gratified that the Amendment 
has again moved. In every crucial period of history 
there are those of clear vision who balance the scales 
in favor of justice and who stand for fundamental 
principles such as the Equal Rights Amendment.” 

Dr. James Brown Scott, President of the American 
Institute of International Law, President of the Amer- 
ican Society of International Law and noted legal 
authority, said of the Amendment, “The advantage of 
an Amendment to the Constitution is clear. It becomes 
the law of the land in every place subject to the juris- 
diction of the United States. The process of obtaining 
legislation in the individual states is long and difficult, 
and success would be unlikely in the lifetime of those 
today in charge of the movement. . The principle 
of equality embodied in the Amendment has the 
approval of various bodies of learned men, and, like- 
wise .. certain nations have committed themselves, by 
treaty, to the identical text of the amendment.” 

The favorable action of the House Committee is 


Impetus Given Equal Rights Amendment 


of which Representative Zebulon 


Theatre as 


hailed as another triumph by proponents of the 
Amendment who are convinced that victory for com- 
plete equality under law is only a matter of a little 
time. “As women and men come to realize that all we 
are asking is that the law be equal in its application 
to men and women, and not that men and women be 
made equal, the misunderstandings of the early days 
of the campaign disap and es for the Amend- 
ment grows,” said Helen Robbins Bittermann, of Ohio, 
who flew here several days ago for a conference with 
campaign leaders. 

Members of the Sub-committee reporting the Amend- 
ment to the full Committee were: Zebulon Weaver, of 
North Carolina; Walter Chandler, of Tennessee; Wil- 
liam T. Byrne, of New York; Sam C. Massingale, of 
Oklahoma; U. S. Guyer, of Kansas; Chauncey W. Reed, 
of Illinois, and B. J. Monkiewicz, of Connecticut. 


Madame Nazimova Receives Party 
Members On Stage After Show 


As “a member of long standing and one of our 
Founders,” Madame Alla Nazimova was greeted on 
the evening of April 20 when members of the National 
Woman’s Party crowded the stage of the National 
ests of the noted actress, following her 
evening performance of “The Mother.” 

After the show, of which Washington had a pre- 
view preceding a New York opening, Madame Nazi- 
mova graciously received members of the Woman’s 
Party and invited also as her guests members of Con- 
2 who are sponsors of the Equal Rights Amend 
men 

On behalf of the Woman's Party, Mrs. Amy C. 
Ransome, vice-chairman of the Party, presented 
Madame Nazimova with a bouquet of flowers in purple, 


White and gold, the Party colors. “It gives me great 


pleasure,” said Mrs. Ransome, “to present these flowers 
to hy ational Woman’s Party woman of great achieve- 
ment.” 

Helen Hunt West, editor of EQUAL RIGHTS, greeted 
the actress as a “distinguished co-worker” and said 
“Through the medium of the theatre you have used 
your wonderful talent in the cause of women.” 

Mrs. West presented Madame Nazimova with a 
sheet of Equal Rights Seals, which she described as 
“hitch-hikers, catching rides on letters traveling the 
mail routes of the world, asking for women a full 
share in democracy. I hope you will use them,” she 
said, “until the Equal Rights Amendment is a part of 
the Constitution of the United States.” 

Helen Robbins Bitermann, of Ohio, Chairman of 
the Congressional Committee, flew to Washington for 
the show and with Caroline Lexow Babcock, campai 
secretary, informally received members of e 
Woman’s Party, who for the play were seated together 
in a special section of the theatre reserved for them. 


The meeting of the Woman’s Party with Madame 
Nazimova was not the first to occur in the national 
Capital, another occasion being years ago when she 
appeared here in “War Brides,” a pe play. Ex- 
pressive of the intensity of her belief in the necessity 
of justice for women were the lines from that play, 
which she quoted in the autograph book of Mrs. 
Florence Bayard Hilles, former Chairman of the 
National Woman’s Party: “We are here to keep sacred 
the greatest things in life—love, home and work—and 
to remind men of peace.” 3 
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It Has Happened Here! 


By Helen Robbins Bittermann 


(The writer wishes to acknowledge the courtesy of Miss Mary Anderson, Chief of the Women’s Bureau, United States 
Department of Labor, who has kindly cooperated to make the list of states as complete as possible.) 


“The goal 1 education has invariably to be the 
uture mother. The German girl is a State subject and 
ecomes a State citizen only when she marries.” 


ADOLPH HITLER in Mein Kampf. 
* 


8 January attempts have been made in almost 
half of the states to forbid gainful employment of 
married women. (While as complete as possible, the 
1 contained below is only as of April 23, 
The bills introduced have been of three types. Most 
of them seek to prevent the employment of both 
spouses by the state, or either if the other is employed 
publicly or privately, ostensibly as a matter of state 
economy. However, both experience with Federal 
Economy Act 213, which was worded similarly to this 
type of bill, and the arguments advanced in the states 
where this type of legislation has been introduced, have 
shown that there is no doubt that it is aimed at the 
employment of married women, who are the ones who 
— be dismissed, for all the careful wording of the 
Alabama: on April 10, by executive order, Governor 
Frank Dixon banned the employment by the state 

of both husband and wife. 


California: Assembly bill 2784 would prohibit employ- 
ment of any married person whose spouse earns 
over $150 a month by state, political subdivision 
thereof, or by any person, firm, or corporation. 


Idaho: Senate bill would prohibit employment by the 
state of a married person whose spouse is gainfully 
employed. Couples with combined income under 
$140 a month 8 Passed by Senate, but 
legislature adjourned. 


Iowa: House File 26 would prohibit employment of 
married person by state or political subdivision 
thereof where spouse has gross income of more 
than $1200 plus $150 for each dependent child, or 
where combined gross income is more than $1800 
plus $150 for each dependent child. Tabled indefi- 
nitely in committee. 

Massachusetts: HB 556 would forbid employment of 
both spouses by Commonwealth at same time. 
Michigan: Bill introduced April 19 to prohibit employ- 

ment of both spouses by the state. 

Minnesota: Would prohibit employment of both 
spouses by state if combined income exceeds $120 
a month. Violation a misdemeanor. Bill killed in 

committee. 

Montana: SB 79 would prohibit employment of both 
8 by state or political subdivision thereof. 

illed by Senate Judiciary Committee. 


Ohio: HB 26 would have prohibited employment of 
both spouses in classified or unclassified civil ser- 
vice. Violation would involve loss of position oy 
both spouses. Passed House, February 9, 91-24. 
Killed March 15 in Senate Committee on Com- 
merce and Labor. 


Texas: Senate adopted House concurrent resolution 
prohibiting both spouses from working for the 
state if combined salaries exceed $175 a month. 


7 


Utah: HB 67 sought to —— employment by state 
or school districts of persons whose spouses were 
gainfully employed for more than 1 4 a year. 
Passed House in February, 45 to 7. Killed in Sen- 
ate Committee on Social Relations and Relief. 

Joint resolution passed House and Senate 
authorizing and directing officials of state and 

litical subdivisions thereof to replace persons 

ving others in family employed, “others” being 
parents, children, or spouse. 

Wisconsin: Assembly bill 134 would have prohibited 
employment by state or political subdivision 
thereof of person whose spouse was regularly em- 
ployed at salary of $2,000 a year plus $400 for 
rg! de 8 child. Killed by Assembly 56 to 

» Ap 


A second type of bill would frankly forbid the em- 
ployment in the public service of married women 
whose husbands are also gainfully employed. 


Connecticut: HB 1454 would forbid employment 
where husbands receive $1,500 a year from any 


source. 

SB 519 would set up a commission to study 
employment of married women in the public ser- 
vice, and cause the dismissal of those not finan- 
cially in need of employment. Section 2 forbids 
married women to take civil service examinations 
if they have not previously satisfied commission 
of their financial need. 

Massachusetts: HB 282 forbids employment of mar- 
ried women by Commonwealth where husband 
earns $3,000 or more. 

HB 893,1408 prevents married woman with 
employed husband from being employed by the 
Commonwealth. 

HB 1705,1408 provides for discharge and resig- 
nation of women now married and those who 
marry later. 

Referendum authorizing state legislature to in- 
troduce statute barring married women from 
public employment adopted by voters in one-third 
(57) of voting districts in 1938 elections, the vote 
being 2 to 1 in favor. 

Oklahoma: HB 316 would prohibit employment of 
married women in state and local government if 
husband earns $100 a month or more. Killed in 
committee. 


Pennsylvania: House bill would prohibit employment 
of married women by state or political subdivi- 
sions whose husbands are gainfully employed; but 
also bans employment of men whose wives are 
employed. 

Washington: House bill would make it misdemeanor 
for married woman to accept public employment 
if husbands made $100 a month or more. ber 
lature adjourned without action on bill. 


The third type of bill is aimed at the employment 
of married women in private industry. 


Illinois: HB 536 would prohibit employment of mar- 
ried women in any gainful employment whose hus- 


(Continued on page 70) 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


A LESSON IN CONTRASTS 


N THE Eighteen-Fifties when Susan B. Anthony 

began traveling around New York State, trying to 
form Woman’s Rights Societies and to raise money for 
this work, she came face to face with the helplessness 
of women under the law. She saw that women could 
never give much financial aid to the Cause, while their 
husbands controlled their earnings. Her next step was 
to campaign for an amendment to the Woman’s Prop- 
erty Law in New York. With the help of Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, who addressed a joint session of the 
Legislature in behalf of the Amendment, and a few 


2 — and men of vision, it was finally passed 


The work for the emancipation of women has gone 
steadily on, because a few women had faith in all 
women, because these few were willing to pioneer, to 
try out new fields, to make new demands for women, 
to sacrifice time, money, and often friends and social 
position so that someday women might be as free as 
men to live and work under the laws that govern our 


As a result women today own and control 65% of 
the nation’s wealth. They own a majority of the cor- 
porate Securities, 40% of all real estate, and are the 

eficiaries of 80% of all insurance policies, They 
buy 89% of the retail goods sold and hold 25% of the 
nation’s jobs. This is power undreamed of in the 
eighteen-fifties when Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton campaigned for an amendment to the 
Woman’s Property Law. 

What are women going to do with this wealth and 
this power? Are they going to be as wise and as 
loyal to their sisters as were the pioneers? There is 
just as much, perhaps even more need for their loyalty 
and their vision today, for while they have power and 
opportunity, a menace from across the seas grows 
more alarming every day. Ever since dictatorships 
raised their heads in Europe, women have lost ground. 
Reactionary philosophy regarding women may seem 
foreign to the United States, but it has poisoned 
thought in many countries in Europe that seemed 
immune, and it is poisoning thought here. By over- 
emphasis on the home, on child-bearing, on children 
by setting women at odds, making enemies of married 
and unmarried women, it wins its way into unexpected 
places. Practically every State Legislature has con- 
sidered bills limiting women’s right to work. What 
was only a menace to married-women workers has 
become a bitter fact, and women may well ask, “What 
will the next step be?” 


Are women who have power and wealth going to 
stand by and see their hard-won rights swept away? 
There are organizations working to preserve 
these rights and foremost among them is the National 
Woman’s Party. It is asking for a constitutional safe- 
guard for women, an Equal Rights Amendment to the 
Constitution. It is desperately in need of money to 
carry on its work. It offers women of wealth and 
influence an opportunity to do their sisters a real 
service, These women are called upon to do the work 
in this era that Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth 
9 did in theirs. We believe they will heed 

e 


Mrs. Roosevelt Defines A Liberal 


The Democratic Digest, publication of the Women’s 
Division, Democratic National Committee, has a de- 


~ partment called Dear Mrs. Roosevelt,” in which the 


wife of the President answers questions. 

Replying to the question, “What is your definition 
of a liberal?” the wife of the President replies: 

“TI think I would define a liberal as a person who is 
willing to listen to many sides of a question, to keep 
an open mind so that if new facts are presented, he 
or she can change his previous conclusions on any sub- 
ject. I should expect a liberal to contemplate — new 
theory advanced on any subject with interest and curi- 
osity and to accept experimentation in a calm and 
judicial spirit.” 

If that attitude could prevail toward the Equal 
Rights Amendment, many misunderstandings and mis- 
apprehensions in regard to it might be quickly cleared 
away. If only more men and women coul 28 
under Mrs. Roosevelt's definition of a liberal, and 
would listen to many sides of the question“ with an 
“open mind“! 


A Principle Of Democracy 

Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the Interior, speaking 
recently of Thomas Jefferson and what he meant when 
he wrote the Declaration of Independence, said, “All 
that Jefferson meant. . was that there should be 
equality of opportunity in America... In proportion 
as we lessen equality of opportunity or deliberately 
destroy it, we destroy the principle thing that makes a 
democratic civilization worth having.” 


A MILLION VOICES 


EQUAL RIGHTS SEALS on a million envel- 
opes—and the U. S. Mail will carry our 
campaign every where! 


ORDER AND SHIPPING DIRECTIONS 
Date. 


National Woman’s Party 
Seal Campaign Fund 
542 Fifth Avenue 

New York City. 


Please send letter-and-package seals as indicated below. 
$1 per 100 seals. 


enclosed for seals. 
Address 
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It Has Happened Here! From A Bryn Mawr Graduate 
(Continued from page 68) Bay. Helen MN Bruyere, 7 — Ohio, who 

: 8 been speaking to a number of college groups on 
band earns $1,500 a year or more. Killed in Kone the subject of the Equal Rights Amendment, is = re- 


merce and Labor Committee April 18. 


Indiana: Bill introduced to prohibit employment of 
married women or any women who have addi- 
tional source of income. (This may have applied 
only to state employment. I have not seen the bill 


—HRB.) Killed in committee. 
A bill was defeated in North Dakota, but I have no 
details as to the type of bill. 
In other words, women all over the nation are hav- 
‘ing to watch with hawk-like vigilance to guard their 
right to earn a living. It is a hard job, each year 


it becomes harder. 

There is one final solution for the problem—the 
Equal Rights Amendment to the Federal Constitution. 
This is not just conjecture. It is a statement based 
on precedent. On June 21, 1921, the Wisconsin legis- 
lature passed the Woman’s Rights Bill, now section 529 
of the code. This is only a state law, which, unlike a 
constitutional amendment can be repealed by any sub- 
sequent law. And it is not as sweeping as the proposed 
amendment, since there are exceptions made as to its 
operation. But that law, imperfect as it is, has stood 
twice as a bulwark against the dismissal of married 
women in Wisconsin. The year after its passage, the 
Civil Service Commission of Milwaukee ruled that mar- 
ried women were not eligible to take civil service exam- 
inations. Both Mayor Hoan and Assistant City Attor- 
ney Babcock ruled that the Civil Service ruling was 
in direct violation of the Equal Rights law, and the 
women gained their point. Shortly thereafter, it was 
announced in the newspapers that married women 
would be barred as policewomen. The city officials 
again invoked the Equal Rights law and stated that 
the law would not permit them to discriminate against 
women because of marriage. 

When will the women of this country tire of endless 


watching of legislatures? When will they strike one 


last blow for freedom, and surround themselves with 
oe of the Constitution of the United 


She Chose Shop Work 
Margaret Moore, of 4721 Pershing Street, Fort 


Worth, Texas, when a seventh grade student, enrolled — 


for woodwork instead of sewing which the other girls 
in her class chose. Her grade for the year was 97. 
Margaret, who is now a High School Senior and 17 


years of a continued to study woodwork and 


eads her of 27—the only girl in the class. 

“At first,” says Margaret, “the boys thought I 
They re- 
rd me now as they would any other in the class. I 


a 
| el them and they help me.” 


is year,” she says, “I have made a modernistic 
bookcase and end table combined. I am now finishing 
a desk and have made picture frames and book ends. 
I enjoy the work so much. In fact, it is my favorite 
subject.” 

Margaret Moore plans to be an architect. She en- 
joys handling tools and blue prints. She believes they 
will be more useful than “plying a needle or puttering 
around pots and 1 

“Don’t think I can’t sew, because I can,” says 


Margaret, but she has a talent and desire for some- 


thing else, and sees no reason why she should not have 
the right to do it. Her record proves her ability. 


for Women offered in 


71 5 of the following letter from Emma Guffey 
Miller, of Pennsylvania, a graduate of Bryn Mawr 
College, who is active in the campaign for passage of 
the Amendment by Congress: | 

“It was my great privilege to attend B Mawr 
College under the presidency of that — in- 
tellectual leader and far-visioned woman, the late M. 
Carey Thomas. 

“Miss Thomas was a pioneer in the Suffrage Cause; 
her intensive work opened the doors of hundreds o 
Universities and Colleges formerly closed to women; 
she began the Educational Movement for Women 
Workers in Industry; and not long before her death 
she took a stand strongly supporting the Equal Rights 
Amendment. She stated that after careful considera- 
tion she had come to the conclusion that the adoption 
of the Equal Rights Amendment was the next step in 
the advancement and emancipation of women. 

“Realizing that Miss Thomas never took such a step 
without careful study, I, too, began to study the move- 
ment when I read she had taken her stand for it. The 
more I studied it, the more convinced I became that 
the Equal Rights Amendment was the only way by 
which women may finally assume their equal share 
of work and responsibility in the world with men. 
Much proof can be cited by showing that the so-called 
protective laws for women alone failed to do the thing 
which it was hoped they would do. To give but one 
instance, in my own State of Pennsylvania! I am the 
Chairman of the State Advisory Committee of the 
National Youth Administration. This office carries no 
salary, but through it I come in contact with all phases 
of the work for young people. In 1937, the Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature passed a 44-hour bill for women. 
The result has been, as was shown in a report by the 
Director of Girls’ Activities of the National Youth 
Administration of Pennsylvania, that many young 
women have since lost their jobs, owing to the hour 
limit for them alone. Men or boys can work much 
longer and, therefore, they have taken away the jobs 
which are necessary to so many women, and they have 
taken them for this lower wage which the women were 
receiving.and thus, this has tended to lower the wages 
for men also. Therefore, until we get the Equal Rights 
Amendment throughout the nation, we may expect 
just such economic fatalities as this. 

“We Bryn Mawr women, under the leadership of 
Miss Thomas in the Suff days, were wont to be 
amused at the arguments of the Anti-Suffragists and 
I have always thought that when the history of that 
movement is written, the few college women who were 
in the anti-Suffrage Movement would wish they had 


never been born. Now it seems incredible to think 


that any Bryn Mawr woman would oppose the Equal 
Rights Amendment. Some day they too will hide their 
heads in shame to think that they opposed a movement 
which will bring a better measure of living to both 
men and women.” 


Hawaiian Jury Service Bill 


Lorna Arlen, who in her column, “Feminine World” 
in the Honolulu Advertiser, shows a keen interest in 
the progress of wom tells of the Jury Service Bill 
e Hawaiian Legislature. 
According to Miss Arlen, Representative Flora K. 
Hayes and Representative Bina Mossman suppo 


the measure, which, however, failed to pass. 
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Geneva Plans Go Forward Rapidly 


A® EQUAL RIGHTS goes to press word comes that 
Mrs. Maria Heldring Bye, of Swarthmore, Pa., 
Chairman of the Headquarters Furnishings Committee 
of the World Woman’s Party, has arrived in Genev 
Switzerland, where plans are jg wes going forwa 
for o ing of the new World Party Headquarters. 
The City of Geneva, which leases the property, hopes 
— 9 it in readiness for the — opening early 
une. 


Mrs. Bye, who has started the task of furnishing the 
Geneva Headquarters, is a native of Holland, having 
lived in Amsterdam until her marriage to Dr. Arthur 
E. Bye former Curator of the Philadelphia Museum of 
Art. In a letter written since her arrival in Geneva, 
Mrs. Bye says: “April Ist I went to the villa, which 
is enchanting. The lawns are covered with yellow 
primroses and bluebells, and the peaceful outlook on 
the lake makes us forget momentarily, that the world 
is so full of strife. The location of the villa could 
not be better. It is more within reasonable distance 
from the station than I had . The inside is 
beautifully renovated and makes a most elegant im- 
pression.” 

Mrs. Bye, who is endeavoring to secure contribu- 
tions of furniture for the Headquarters, has sent the 
following letter to women in the American Colony in 
Geneva and also to Swiss women interested in the 
movement : 

“In these days of stress and strain may I ask your 
attention for a moment and tell you about the initia- 
tive American women have taken in working for better 
se and solidarity among the women of the 
world. 


„The world is so closely knit that it is no longer 


possible for any movement which concerns women all 
over the world to be localized in any country,’ declared 


Alice Paul, of Washington, member of the Women’s 


Consultative Committee on Nationality, created by the 
Council of the League of Nations, at a meeting held in 
Washington during November, 1938. At that time the 
new ‘World Womain’s Party’ was incorporated. 


“This Party has been able to rent from the city of 
Geneva the lovely villa Bartholoni, known as ‘la Perle 
du Lac,’ where within a few weeks they hope to open 
their Headquarters. 

“It is situated in the heart of the international 
organization section. On the one side of the villa are 
the Headquarters of the International Red Cross and 
on the other side, the Rockefeller School for Higher 
International Studies. 


“Women the world over are tightening their lines, 
not only to maintain the liberties already won, but to 
recover lost ground in many countries. We will try 
to provide a common meeting place in the center of 
Europe to enable American women to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the women of other countries, who 
are losing the small measure of freedom they have won. 
We hope that our efforts may further the cause of 
Peace we so sincerely desire. 


“We are soliciting gifts of furnishings for our living 
quarters. Articles like rugs, furniture, linens, china or 
kitchen utensils will be gratefully accepted by the 
committee. 

“Mrs. Arthur Edwin Ag of Philadelphia, whose 
present address is ‘Hotel du Palais,’ Rue de Lausanne, 
will see to it, as soon as she has been notified, that 
donations are hauled from your respective residences 
to the new Headquarters.” : 


Edna Gratrix Breaks Ground For Women 


Edna Gratrix broke ground for women when in a 
plowing contest in Canada, according to Parade of 

outh, she “took the reins against veteran farmers 
and turned over the earth so skillfully the judges gave 
her first prize.“ 

The 19-year-old Canadian girl, who lives in Ed- 
monton, Alberta, has been ploughing for a year and 
this is her story, told by herself: 


“My father was called away on business and left 
an unfinished plowing job on a neighbor’s field. I told 
him I would do it. I didn’t know which way to shove 
the plow. When I had started, to my grief it began 
coming out of the ground instead of going in. Finally 
I mastered it. Our neighbor was very pleased. 

“I entered the contest in a sporting mood, There 
were seven walking-plow competitors. The putes of 
the teamwork was in the same class as of the 
men. And that was where I shone. 

“Being a farmer’s daughter, it seemed quite natural 
to go out and plow with men. 

“T entered the contest in a sporting mood,” says the 
capable Canadian girl, pleased with her accomplish- 
ment and proud of her title. She excelled in what most 
Sy are pleased to consider “toil for men only.” 

use it was a contest and the farmer girl enjoyed 
it, it is quite all right. Plowing, under these conditions, 
no doubt comes under the classification of golf, tennis 
or other competitive sport. 

Should pretty Edna Gratric, proven expert as a 


plowhand, desire to earn her living as such, the chances 
are that a howl would go up against such an oecu 
tion for a woman. Society would seek to restrain her 
because of her sex. She may win over her male com- 
petitors and continue to plow, as long as she plows 
‘for sport,” and there will be no objection. It is only 
when she tries to make a living at plowing that her 
right to plow is endangered. 

Edna Gratrix was truly breaking ground for women 
when she won the plowing competition. “It seemed 
2 natural to go out and plow with men,“ she said. 

why not? é 


Industrial Council 


The Industrial Council, National Woman’s Party, 
held two meetings in New York City in the headquar- 
ters in the World Building, 63 Park Row, Mary A. 
Murray, Chairman, presiding. 

Anita Pollitzer spoke on International Affairs of 
Working Women. Jane Norman Smith’s subject was 
Women’s Work in North and South America. Maud 
D. Williams, another speaker, dealt with The United 
States and Our Right to Work, while Mollie Maloney 
spoke on Wages and Hours Bills. 

Mrs. Stephen Pell, Chairman of the National 
L Party, spoke on the Equal Rights Amend- 
men 
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Council Takes Action On Dues 


At the April 22-23 meeting of the Woman’s Party 
National Council, among the matters of importance 
disposed of was that of dues. The Committee on Revi- 
sion of Dues met prior to the Council meeting and 
made certain recommendations to the Council. In the 
absence of the Chairman, Alma Lutz, of Boston, Mrs. 
Amy C. Ransome, of California, was named temporary 
chairman. 

On the Committee were Alma Lutz, Mrs. Amy C. 
Ransome, Mrs. Nina E. Allender, of Washington; 
Marie Lockwood, Delaware; Mrs. Elizabeth Hatfield 
Schnabel, Pennsylvania; Mrs. Edwina A. Avery, Dis- 
trict of Columbia; Mrs. Coleman Peace Brown, Penn- 
sylvania; Mrs. Horace Pote, Maryland; Mrs. Clara 


Snell Wolfe, Ohio; Mrs. Caroline Lexow Babcock, New 


York; Mrs. George Halsey, Maryland. 
The Council action on dues provided: 


1. 1 the Two Dollar and Twelve Dollar dues be 
cancelled. 

2. That the One Dollar and the Ten Dollar dues be 
re-established. 


8. That the 25% of each membership dues shall be 


sent to the National Council. 

4. That 75% of each 1 dues shall remain 
with the local branch collecting the dues, providing 
that local branch be active. 

5. That no membership dues shall carry the priv- 
ilege of a 1 to EQUAL RIGHTs, but that every 
subscription shall be paid for directly. 

6 iat the state organizations, or in lieu of a state 
organization, the local organizations in each state, 


shall be requested to subscribe for EQUAL RIGHTS for 


the state delegations in Congress. 


7. That the enrollment of 25c be retained but that 
it be called “Enrollment Fee,“ and not “Enrollment for 


Life.“ 


8. That the other provisions relating to dues, as 


adopted by the Executive Council, February 18, 1939, 
remain unchanged. 


Lucretia Mott Federation 


An organization to be known as the Lueretia Mott 
Federation, which is to have as its sole purpose a cam- 
paign for passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, is 


in process of formation and at present has brought 
together three already existing groups. The organiz- 
ing groups include the National Association of Women, 
with headquarters in Indianapolis, Indiana; the Illi- . 


nois Council of Professional and Business Women and 
the Business Women’s Legislative Council of Califor- 


nia. 

Florence Thacker and Ida Broo, of Indiana; Sue 
Brobst, of California, and Dr. Dora Hendrickson, of 
Chicago, comprise a committee drawing up a Consti- 
tution and By-Laws. There will be a central executive 
committee and for the first year each of the three 
Charter Groups will be responsible for the extension of 
the Federation to other states. 

The formation of the new Federation for the sole 
2 of promoting the 1 for the Equal 

ights Amendment is an additional indication of the 
trend in this country to make the law equal in its 
application to men and women. Sentiment for the 
Amendment is growing by leaps and bounds and can- 
not but be reflected in Congress. Those who are taking 
hold throughout the nation and without solicitation are 
adding the weight of their influence to the fight, are 
the active intelligent women, who think things through. 
Their stand for the Amendment represents conviction 
based on facts and comparison. 


Take “Equal Rights” Off The Dole 
Publication costs make it impossible for us to con- 
tinue to send EQUAL RIGHTs to National Woman’s 
Party members, paying dues of $1. From now on the 


cost of EQUAL RIGHTS to everyone will be $1 a year; 
it will be issued once a month with four additional 


Scene of you have already sent in $1 membership 
dues for 1939 and under the old schedule are entitled 
to receive EQUAL RIGHTS for the remainder of the 
year. We urge you, however to send an additional $1 
to EQUAL RIGHTs if you can ibly do so. 

We want you all to continue as subscribers. We 
need you, and your generous support in the past and 
your words of commendation have made us feel that 
you need us. 

The publication of a magazine is a financial prob- 
lem unless it is subsidized, and we have no fairy God- 
mother to subsidize EQUAL RIGHTS. We are trying our 
best to make it pay for itself and to do this we need 
your help. 

We not only need your subscriptions but we need 
your help in increasing our circulation. 

We must have advertisements. Many of you are in 
business and have your services and your products to 
sell, Our readers need your services and your products 
but do not know where to find them. An — 
in EQUAL RIGHTs will help us all. 


Send for our advertising rates. 

Run an advertisement. 

Get advertisers for us. 

Patronize our advertisers. 

Help us take EQUAL RIGHTs off the dole. 


ALMA LUTZ, Chairman, 
EQUAL RIGHTS Committee. 

Another Crusader 
The League of Professional Women, Inc., of Port 
land, Oregon, has endorsed the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment and made a financial contribution to the Equal 

Rights Campaign. | 
The League is an organization of married business 
and professional women, banded together to protect 
their right to work for a living on the same terms as 
men, and to campaign for the Equal Rights Amend- 


ment in order to put a stop to increasing legal discrim- 
inations against women. . 


Madison Ave. and 45th St. 
NEW YORK CITY 


James H. Reardon, Mgr. 


Alva Belmont House 


NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY 
Rooms available to members and friends 


Capitol Hill Washington, D. C. 


SUNRISE INN 


Apartments & Cottages—A Home for the Winter 
. Port Sewall, Fla. 
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